
TONDA ‘DOES THE ROUNDS’ WITH 
COLLEZIONE FARNESINA DESIGN
IFI’S GELATO DISPLAY CASE AT THE VANCOUVER OLYMPICS

The sixth Olympic ring in Vancouver belongs to TONDA, the first 
and only round, rotating gelato display case, selected by Collezione 
Farnesina Design (Farnesina Design Collection) to be a part
of the Italian national design team in the world. Tonda will be the 
star of the Casa Italia lounge area from February 6 until the end
of the event on February 28. In particular, it has already been
the protagonist in two key moments. The first was on Monday, 
February 8, on the evening dedicated to gelato, while the second 
was on Tuesday, February 9, when a conference on technology
and reducing environmental impact was held with the title
“Design: Transustainability and Systems”.

Tonda’s presence in Vancouver is the result of the selection of 
IFI’s revolutionary display case as part of the Collezione Farnesina 
Design. The Collection was established in Rome with a ministerial 
decree issued by the Hon. Minister Franco Frattini. Its aim is to 
further bolster the Ministry of Foreign Affair’s commitment to 
promoting artistic Italian products within the design sector. With 
offices inside Palazzo della Farnesina - where the Collection was 
presented on November 30 of last year - it includes a selection 
of innovative creations that are a full expression of Italian artistic 
creativity. The Collection will travel to a wide range of different 
locations abroad, where it is set to become the centre of a series of 
events organised through a network of embassies, consulates and 
cultural institutions around the world. 

The “Collezione Farnesina Design,” stated Minister Frattini “was 
conceived as a means to showcase Italian knowhow in terms of 
design, craftsmanship and industry. Its aim is to provide tangible 
proof of the need for a close connection between culture, business 
and foreign politics, within the scope of a system that has the ability 
to use Italian culture as a way to express both Italy’s entrepreneurial 
genius and its signature style”. The excellence of Italian design can 
contribute to the growth of the country’s economy. This message 
was echoed several times during the presentation of the Collezione 
Farnesina Design. “In an increasingly interconnected world,” 
stressed the Minister, “our country must continue to develop its role 
as a leader in the cultural sphere, which has been recognised by the 
international community.”

The Collection is at its first international engagement in Vancouver. 
Then, it will make three more stops in Cape Town (June 2010) for 
the upcoming World Cup, before heading to Istanbul, the European 
capital of culture (autumn 2010). The creations on display at the 
capital of the winter Olympics were officially unveiled on Monday, 
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February 8, when Casa Italia was inaugurated by 
CONI’s President, Giovanni Petrucci. Numerous 
speeches were given, including one by Alberta Lai, 
President of the Italian Cultural Institute in Vancouver, 
and one by Renza Fornaroli, Curator of the Collection 
together with the architects, Angelo Capasso and 
Stefano Salvi. 

IFI’s President, Gianfranco Tonti, was invited on stage 
during the collection’s inauguration ceremony so 
that he could present Tonda. The display case was 
the subject of a great deal of attention from guests 
(including Petrucci himself, in addition to several 
athletes and journalists) during the gelato evening, 
where it enjoyed an immense success because of 
both its undisputable technological presence and
the allure of its lines. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Italian 
Cultural Institute in Vancouver organised a conference 
entitled “Design: Transustainability and Systems”
at the prestigious Emily Carr University for Arts
and Design on Tuesday, February 9. During the 
course of this event, a discussion was held between 
the professor of contemporary history of art from 
the University of Rome La Sapienza, Angelo Capasso, 
the designer, Giogio di Tullio, and the architect and 
light designer Cinzia Ferrara. Within this context, 
IFI’s President, was again invited to give a talk as an 
example of an Italian company that is particularly 
focused on design, innovation, and environmental 
sustainability. He explored all of these issues
in a speech entitled, “Tonda, il futuro è nelle origini” 
(Tonda, the future is in the origins).

During his presentation, IFI’s President stressed 
the bond that Tonda shares with design (the gelato 
display case was awarded a Compasso d’Oro ADI 2008 
“Mention”), culture (the original communication project 
was entrusted to Michele Provinciali, one of the fathers 
of Italian graphics), innovative capacity (Tonda was the 
first genuine revolution in the sector in question of the 
last sixty years), and functionality (IFI’s display case has 
established new reference standards in terms of user-
friendliness and ergonomics), as well as safeguarding 
the environment (thanks to its energy savings).
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“We are really proud” the President of IFI S.p.A., Gianfranco Tonti, 
declared, “that Tonda has been chosen to represent Italy in a 
Collection that will be promoting the most important ideas and 
products of Italian culture applied to industrial production abroad. 
Our gelato display case is a great success in almost fifty countries 
around the world, thanks to both its technological solutions
and because it has channelled design towards a horizon with 
manifests functional applications. In fact, we believe that design, 
and particularly industrial design, goes a step beyond the search
for beauty. It must contribute to improving the functionality
and usability of each creation. In order to achieve these objectives,
a vast array of competencies must be involved during the project
phase. Just like what happened with Tonda, where an 
internationally acclaimed designer of the calibre of Hasuike 
worked side-by-side with our cutting-edge Research and 
Development Department to create a hereto-unseen product which 
is a symbol of both design and technological perfection, in addition 
to care for mankind and for the environment.

In the photographs: the entrance to Casa Italia
in Vancouver; the General Secretary and Head
of Mission, Raffaele Pagnozzi, and the President
of CONI, Giovanni Petrucci, together with 
Giorgio Di Centa, Italy’s flag-bearer in 
Vancouver; two moments during the gelato 
evening. IN THE LARGE PHOTO: GIANFRANCO TONTI 
IFI’S President, DURING THE CONFERENCE AT EMILY 
CARR UNIVERSITY.
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